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We have been chosen by Waitrose

for their Green Token scheme
WAITROSE i East Grinstead, to run until

September - be sure to pop in

and pop your token in our bucket!

An Abundance of
Appreciation

This newsletter, as always, comes with a lot of “thank yous”.
Never has it been more apparent how much we rely and appreciate
every single one of our supporters and our volunteers.

You are all headline news for East Park RDA - every day, not just in an
occasional newsletter - so we're going to highlight what we can here but
we know there will be others (charities, companies, people and ponies!)
who won’t necessarily get named here but please know you all contribute
to East Park in making us such a worthwhile stables in every way!

One of our riders from St Stephens
nominated us to receive an amazing
donation of £5,000 from
MFS International (U.K.) Ltd, an asset
management office in London.
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The Sussex Wanderers MG Car Club have been truly
wonderful to support us yet again this year. At every event
they had, they encouraged cash donations for us - and yet
again despite the economic climate, people have raised the
bar with their charitable generosity, raising £2,500 in cash

and a direct donation of £50. When Gift Aid is added this
makes a total donation of £3,187.50 which is just
tremendous and will help us to continue our work
with disabled children for another year.




East Grinstead Lions &
Caterham, Oxted
and Godstone Lions

Yet another shout-out to the ever-supportive and
bloomin’ amazing Lions charity. The East Grinstead
Lions and the Caterham, Oxted and Godstone Lions

jointly funded a group from St Stephen’s primary

school for the academic year 2026/ 2027.

£3000 has been received from the

Peter Harrison Foundation Community Fund,
via Community Fund for Sussex,

towards our insurance costs for the coming
year. Critical but expensive stuff! Incredible.

In our last newsletter we reported that Lingfield Park Golf
The Crawley Club had chosen us as a Captain’s Charity, and had raised
Down and Turners £4000. They kept going and added another £326 to
Hill Repair Café, who the pot! With the gift aid added, this is remarkable.
meet every month to —
repair items in return
for a donation, have Time is money!
given us £200. So, huge thanks to
Epic repairs! Aiden Smith, of
Peter Hodgson & Co.
in Tunbridge Wells for
examining our
accounts for free
each year.

Horne Parish
Council
donated

£200. Dormansland

Horse and Dog Show, which
we had a stand at, donated
East Grinstead
Target Shooting Club
donated a very
well-appreciated £377
from holding a
“fun shoot” in
February.

The London
Harness Horse
Parade donated
£225.

The Dormansland Horse and Dog Show

will be supporting us again this year.
It takes place on Sunday 6th September
at East Bysshe Equestrian, Lingfield.



What an amazing last day of term! Prizegivings were held and cowboy hats and
horseshoes were donated to give to the children. Congratulations to all the riders
who put on a show riding very proudly to music for their families followed by awards
and RDA certificates and rosettes. Well deserved after a term of horse care

involving grooming ponies, cleaning tack, stable
management, and riding bare back! Fantastic!
Thank you so much to Lingfield Park for the
much-loved cowboy hats, and to Ben our farrier
for the super horseshoe gifts! To all our
Volunteers at East Park the BIGGEST thank you
for everything you all do to make it possible.

See you in September for the new exciting term!

St Piers Junior School additionally started with
us in September 2025 on Wednesdays - and have
settled in really well.
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Long Service Awards

Some of our wonderful Monday morning
volunteers have received long service
certificates. Sue, Anne, Jenny and Bryan have
each clocked up 22 years. Val, Amy, and Alison
have each volunteered for 15 years.

How many hours does that equate to?!
Truly inspirational and amazing.
THANK YOU seems inadequate!

Café Connect meets on the first Saturday of the month (10.30-12.30am)
at the St Nicholas Youth Centre in Godstone - with bring and buy, table
top sales, and excellent cakes. Last Saturday 1st August, they chose us to
be their charity of the month and they raised an incredible £560 for us.

A Huge welcome for Ltie Sammy! ’

We are absolutely delighted to receive a gift of a small pony for our smallest riders. The
search for a large pony to purchase goes on, with nearly sufficient funds raised, but our
smaller ponies are getting older too so the gift of Sammy is a real boost.

Sue Arrowsmith, of Sunant Native Pony Stud, was looking for a good home for her
daughters’ pony which they had outgrown. A chance conversation led her to us, and
Bronheulog Royal
Samsara arrived at Little
Brook in early April. She is
a 12 year old Welsh Sec B
liver chestnut mare and
stands at 12.2 hands.
Sammy is also narrow,
which makes her perfect
for our littlest riders,
some of whom have hip
dysplasia. She has a
lovely temperament and
has enjoyed meeting her
™ new riders and handlers.

We are enormously
grateful to Sue, who
breeds Standard and
Miniature Shetlands and
Fell and Welsh Section B
ponies at her Stud in

‘ \ Lincolnshire.




Katie Giddings

Our instructor, Katie Giddings, has retired from teaching after
29 years helping with RDA. Katie will continue as a volunteer for
one year to reach her 30 years of working with RDA, first at
Burstow, then continuing at East Park after we took over in 2011.

Tandridge Lottery Community Fund

granted £1,500 towards our fund for a new pony.

The BBC came to see us in late January, and filmed a
piece at a St Stephens lesson, which was shown on the
BBC South East News on 30th January at 1.30 and 6.30.
We have subsequently received 17 donations via

our website, plus several cheques, totalling £3,168

for the pony fund and two regular donations.

Ponies are everything to us, obviously, and the pony
fund is ongoing. We purchased Alfie in 2024, so we
had two larger ponies, but then sadly lost Liquorice
(R.I.P.) last year. We have been gifted a new pony,
Sammy, but are still looking for a larger pony.

The pony fund total stands at £6,360.

Donations can be received on our webpage.




Easy Ways to Donate

Charities Aid Foundation
You can donate via our website at bottom of page, or directly click on this link:
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/19524#!/DonationDetails

Tandridge Lottery

A weekly draw supporting good causes in the Tandridge District.
For each £1.00 ticket purchased we receive 50p directly, and
another 10p goes into a general fund to be shared between all
the good causes.

The draw takes place each Saturday, with prizes of up to £25k
and every ticket has a 1in 50 chance of winning a prize.

Please sign up for tickets and chance your luck for a big prize,
while supporting your favourite RDA charity.

The QR code here will take you straight to the link.

Easy Fundraising

If you regularly shop online, you can help us with every purchase you make. Simply
register with www.easyfundraising.co.uk and access your favourite websites through
their page. We receive a donation every time you shop.

Term Dates

These dates are TBC. Individual schools may decide to cease riding
the week before the end of each term, and/or not start the first week of term.

Autumn Term starts 7th September and finishes 10th December.
Surrey half term two weeks w/c 19th Oct
Sussex half term one week w/c 26th Oct
Spring Term starts 11th January.

E-mail:
sally@littlebrookequestrian.co.uk

WWW.EASTPARKRDA.ORG.UK

Please Like Us on Facebook
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/EASTPARKRDAGROUP
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